
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13 March 2020 
 

 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
We are writing to update you on the current situation in relation to COVID-19. Further to the government’s 
announcement last night, we can confirm that the Academy remains open and that we are doing what we can 
to mitigate risk and plan for future eventualities.  
 
The safety and wellbeing of your child will always be our most important priority, and we are continuing to follow 
the latest guidance and advice from the Government through Public Health England and the Department for 
Education. 
 
The current advice is that schools should continue to remain open, but that may change over the coming period. 
We recognise that this will mean you may have to make alternative work or childcare arrangements, and so we 
will give you as much notice as possible, should that Government advice change.  
 
The guidance stresses the importance of personal hygiene as the most effective means of tackling the 
coronavirus. We are focused on ensuring good hygiene and regular cleaning of high contact areas.  Our School 
Business Manager and Site Manager are regularly checking the handwashing products in all toilets.  We continue 
to advise students about the need for good personal hygiene: handwashing with soap and hot water for at least 
twenty seconds; not touching one's face; and 'catch it, bin it, kill it'.  
 
If your child should develop symptoms of a new, persistent, dry cough or a high temperature he or she should 
stay at home for seven days. Please do inform school if your child is affected in this way.  We will provide work 
online via Doddle. 
 
We will of course keep you updated with the latest advice we receive from Public Health England and the 
Department for Education. As this develops, we will endeavour to do all that we can to keep the normal business 
of school running.  Further NHS and government advice can be found here: 
 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-
people-with-confirmed-or-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection 
 
As ever, if you have any questions, please do get in touch via enquiries@astrea-longsands.org. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 

 

Hywel Jones 
Principal 
 

Neil D Owen 
Vice Principal 
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