
St Neots Essay and Creative Arts 
Competition 2019-20

The Rotary Club of St Neots St Marys will be supporting an Essay and Creative Arts Competition for students across St Neots who 
attend Ernulf Academy, Longsands Academy or Astrea Sixth Form: St Neots. The competition will be open to all students from 
Years 10-13 and will open at the end of September 2019, with the deadline for entries being the 31 January 2020.

There are two strands to the competition: 
1. Entrants write an academic essay or 

2. Entrants create a painting, poem or short story. 
Students are permitted to enter only one strand of the competition.

Entrants pick one topic that will form the focus for their entry. The topics for both the Essay and Creative Arts competition are:
Topic 1: The future of Britain

Topic 2: “We are such stuff as dreams are made on”
Topic 3: Plastic

Topic 4: Equality for all

Brief guidance for the essay strand:
Entries for the essay competition should be written as academic 
essays. Entrants should pick just one of topics. It is recommended that 
the essays are at least 1000 words in length and not more than 2500 
words. Submissions which are clearly longer than 2500 words will not be 
accepted and will not be entered into the judging process.
All essays should have a title and content that clearly falls within the 
scope of one of the topics.
Essays should follow a traditional essay structure: an introduction, the 
main body of the essay, and a conclusion. Additional guidance on writing 
academic essays is available from Dr Doug Cullen (Head of Year 13, Astrea 
Sixth Form: St Neots)

Brief guidance for the creative arts strand:
Entrants should choose just one topic and one medium for their creative 
piece of work.
Accepted media for the creative piece of work:
• An original painting (not larger than A1)
• An original poem (up to 1000 words)
• An original short story (between 1000 and 2500 words)

2019-20 Competition Rules
All entrants must complete an entry form and hand the completed entry form in with their submission. By submitting an entry, the student agrees to their work and their name being mentioned as part of the 
competition publicity and in the publicity of future essay and creative arts competitions run by Astrea St Neots and the Rotary Club of St Neots St Marys. All work submitted must be produced for this competition and 
cannot be work that contributes to an academic qualification (no submissions of coursework will be accepted). The submission of someone else’s work (plagiarism) will result in the removal of the entrant’s work from 
the competition. Entries from previous competitions cannot be resubmitted. Entrants can only enter one of the competition strands, either the essay writing or the creative arts. All entries must fall clearly into one 
of the listed topic areas for the 2019-20 competition. The first prizes and runner ups will be chosen by the Astrea St Neots: Sixth Form competition committee. The overall winner will be chosen by the Rotary Club 
committee. All entries must be sensitive of social issues and must not promote any form of inequality or hate speech. If an entry is considered to be promoting hate or inequality a decision may be made to remove 
the entry from the competition.

Prize Structure 
Essay senior first prize: 
£80 voucher + trophy

Essay junior first prize: 
£50 + trophy

2 x Essay runner up:  
£10 voucher + medal

Creative Arts senior first prize: 
£80 voucher + trophy

Creative Arts junior first prize:  
£50 + trophy

2 x Creative Arts runner up: 
£10 voucher + medal

Overall winner  
(both Essay and Creative Arts):  
additional £50 voucher + name 

on large trophy (to be kept at the 
school of the winning student for 

the next academic year).


