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Introduction 

 

Welcome to the A Level History pack preparing you to start your A level History course. 

 

This pack contains a step by step programme of activities and resources created to prepare you for 

the academic demands of A Level History study.  

 

The reading list is not compulsory, but merely advisory. However, you may wish to read one or two of 

them over the summer break. 

 

All activities are aimed to be used after you complete your GCSE exams and should be completed in 

stages throughout the remainder of the summer term and over the summer holidays to ensure you are 

ready to start your course in September.  

 

We look forward to working with you. 

 

Mr Wayman 

Head of History 

St Neots Sixth Form Centre 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Reading List 

 

This is just a suggested list of relevant material. You are not expected to read all of it but you may wish to 

select one or two to read over the summer. 

 

Books – Non Fiction 

 

1. PAPER 1: RUSSIA AND ITS RULERS 

 Russian History: A very short introduction: Geoffrey Hosking – This book discusses all aspects of 

Russian history, from the struggle by the state to control society to the transformation of the nation 

into a multi-ethnic empire, Russia's relations with the West, and the post-Soviet era.  

 Stalin: A Biography: Robert Service – A full assessment of Stalin from his early years in Georgia, 

his youthful activism, his relationship with Lenin, his family and his party members.  

 The Russian Revolution: A Very Short Introduction: S.A Smith – This focusses on the main events 

and developments in Soviet Russia between 1917 – 1936.  

 

2. PAPER 2: ENGLISH REVOLUTION, 1625 – 1660 

 

 A Brief History of the English Civil Wars: John Miller – This book offers a comprehensive study of 

the main events, personalities and developments in seventeenth century England between 1625 – 

1660. 

 Civil War: The History of England, Volume III: Peter Akroyd – As part of a series charting the 

history of Britain from 1066 to present, this book offers a very good overview of the period and is 

full of interesting anecdotes about Charles’ and Cromwell’s’ personal lives’. 

 Killers of the King: The Men who dared to execute Charles I: Charles Spencer – Written like a 

thriller this book studies in detail the trial and execution of Charles I and the gruesome fate of the 

regicides when Charles’ son was returned to the throne in 1660. 

 

3. COURSEWORK : CIVIL RIGHTS IN THE USA, 1865 – 1965 

 

 Team of Rivals - The Political Genius of Abraham Lincoln: Doris Kearns - A clearly written 

narrative of Lincoln’s presidency which helps to understand the significance of his presidency.  

 Parting the Waters: America in the King Years, 1954-63: Taylor Branch - This book serves as both 

a biography on Martin Luther King, Jr. and an overview of the Civil Rights Movement during this 

period.  

 They Had a Dream: Civil Rights Struggle from Frederick Douglas to Marcus Garvey to Martin 

Luther King, Jr and Malcolm X: Jules Archer - An overview of the Civil Rights movement in America 

with particular focus on some of the main leaders of the movement.  

 John F. Kennedy: An Unfinished Life 1917-63: Robert Dallek – A classic biography of JFK’s life 

and Presidency.  

 



 
 

Books – Fiction 

 

 The Road of Bones: Fine, Anne - Based on life in Russia under Stalin, it is a fable about the nature 

of totalitarianism. It reveals how power corrupts and how quickly the oppressed can become the 

oppressors. 

 Natasha’s Will: Joan Lingard - A dangerous journey into exile during the Russian Revolution.  When 

Natasha’s grandfather is arrested in St Petersburg in 1917, her aristocratic family are forced to 

flee for their lives. 

 Animal Farm: A Fairy Story: George Orwell – A well- known classic story detailing the events 

leading up to the Russian Revolution of 1917. 

 Invisible Man: Ralph Ellison - A great story about an African American man who lives during the 

1920s and 30s. Picks up on key themes of the era- Harlem Renaissance and discrimination.  

 Uncle Tom’s Cabin: Harriet Beecher-Stowe – The book that arguably kicked off the whole Civil 

Rights movement. A definite read to understand the early treatment of black Americans in 19th 

century.  

 

Films 

 The Romanovs – An Imperial Family – A Russian film with subtitles, set in 1917 focussing on the 

last days of Tsar Nicholas II and the rest of the Romanov family.  

 Enemy at the Gates – Set in 1942, in the Battle of Stalingrad, the main character, Vasily Zaytsev 

(played by Jude Law), becomes the poster boy for the Red Army due to his sniper skills.  

 Bridge of Spies – Featuring Tom Hanks, an American lawyer is recruited to defend an arrested 

Soviet spy in court, and organise an exchange of the spy for a captured American pilot.  

 Goodbye Lenin – Although not set within the time parameter of the topic, this comedy focusses on 

a young man who has to protect his fragile Mother who has come out of a long coma from a fatal 

shock that Communism has ended.  

 Cromwell - A classic film starring Alec Guinness and Richard Harris which, despite some historical 

errors, neatly charts the events of the Civil War and gives an in-depth insight into the key 

personalities involved in the period 

 The Butler - Loosely based on the real life of Eugene Allen, an African-American who is a witness 

of notable political and social events of the 20th century during his 34-year tenure serving as a 

White House butler. 

 Selma - A recent blockbuster that depicts the marches of the Civil Rights Movement under Martin 

Luther King. Jr.  

 12 Years a Slave - Another recent blockbuster that gives a helpful insight in to the lives of African 

Americans pre 1865.  

 Mississippi Burning - A film loosely based on an FBI investigation into the murder of 3 civil rights 

campaigners.  

 



 
Transition Tasks 

 

1. PAPER 1: RUSSIA AND ITS RULERS 

 

1855-1917 – Alexander II, Alexander III, Nicholas II 

Task 1:  Create a one page fact file on each Tsar.  

Each should include:  Name, reign, family background, events during his reign, impact, end of reign, 

death.   

Task2: Answer the following question – “Which of the three Tsars was the greatest ruler of Russia”. This 

needs to be a one side of A4 mini-essay. 

 

2. PAPER 2: ENGLISH REVOLUTION, 1625 – 1660 

 

Task: Independently research this period and construct a timeline from 1625 to 1660 to give you an 

overview of the content.  

Include: the following dates in your timeline: 1625, 1629, 1640, 1642, 1645, 1649, 1653 and 1660. 

 

 

 

3. COURSEWORK : CIVIL RIGHTS IN THE USA, 1865 – 1965 

 

Presidents of the United States of America: 

Task: Create a timeline of the following presidents of the USA from 1863 -1968: 

 Abraham Lincoln 

 Andrew Johnson 

 Woodrow Wilson 

 Franklin Roosevelt 

 Harry Truman 

 Dwight Eisenhower 

 John F Kennedy 

 Lyndon Johnson 

Include the following details: 

 Political party 

 Highlights of presidency 

 Civil rights action and attitude towards African Americans 

 


