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Transition materials for 

A Level Geography 
Welcome to the A Level Geography pack, preparing you for your A level 
Geography course. 
 
This pack contains a step by step programme of activities and resources 
created to prepare you for the academic demands of A Level Geography 
study.  
 
All activities are aimed to be used after you complete your GCSE exams 

and should be completed in stages throughout the remainder of the summer 
term and over the summer holidays to ensure you are ready to start your 
course in September.  
 
We look forward to working with you. 
 
Mrs McAllister 
Head of Geography and Geology 
St Neots Astrea Sixth Form  
Longsands Academy 
freya.mcallister@astrea-longsands.org  
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Introduction to A Level 

Geography 
 

Your exam board is OCR and the yr12 course is divided into two areas, 
Physical and Human Geography. 

The course is broken down into 3 exams, sat at the end of year 13; you will 
also complete an independent investigation on a topic of your choice.  
 

Physical Systems Paper 1hour 30 min Worth 22% 

Human interactions Paper 1hour 30 min Worth 22% 
Geographical Debates Paper 2 hours 30 min Worth 36% 

Independent investigation Coursework out of 60marks Worth 20% 
 

One of the main attractions of this new A Level is the freedom you have to 
research an idea of your choosing for your independent investigation (NEA).  As 
you go through the first year keep this in mind and be thinking about what 
parts of the course interest you the most, what would you like to 
investigate at the end of yr12?  

 
You will need a copy of the core OCR A Level Geography text 
book, published by Hodder (ISBN13: 9781471858703).  This 
can be purchased from online for approx.£36.  It would be very 

useful to purchase a Geography Dictionary, e.g. Oxford 
dictionary of Geography would be ideal (ISBN: 
9780199231805)  They will prove invaluable resources 
throughout your two years of study. 
 

Please be aware that fieldwork is a requirement of all the 
new Geography courses. You will need to complete 4 days of 
fieldwork. There will be an exciting 3 day residential trip to 
Cranedale Field Studies Centre towards the end of year 12 

costing approximately £260 designed to train you in a variety of fieldwork 
techniques which will support your NEA worth 20% of your final grade.  Make 
sure you are saving for this event. 
 

You will begin next year’s studies, investigating Coastal Landscapes and Global 
Migration.  Therefore the activities that form this A level preparation work will 

http://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/acref/9780199231805.001.0001/acref-9780199231805


 

focus around these two topics so that 
you are better prepared when you being the course in 
September.  

 

Investigating coastal landscapes  

Task 1: investigating the impacts of sea level change on 

coastal landscapes 

1) Things to investigate; 

 Why does sea level change? 
 What landforms are found on 

Emergent coastlines? 
 What landforms are found on 

Submergent coastlines? 
 
2) For one landform of emergence e.g. raised beach or relic cave and 
one landform of submergence e.g. ria or fjord, produce a short 
written report on the following; 
 Name the landform and include diagrams/images of its features. 

Annotated photos are a good way of doing this 
 A detailed description of how it is formed as a result of sea level 

change 
 A named example of this landform and its location in the world 

including some specific facts. 
 

References: (Some useful resources for your research are listed below.  These are 

a starting point and you will need to research your chosen landforms and their 
location in a little more depth.) 

Geography An Integrated Approach, David Waugh, Pages 162-166. 
(Available in the Geology/Geography Library N1.4) 

Geo Factsheet 324 (Y drive or Geography library N1.4 

Websites 

Key Terminology to 
look up before you 

begin 
Eustatic change 
Isostatic change 
 
Emergent coastline 
Submergent coastline 
 
 



 

 https://geographyas.info/coasts/sea-level-change/  

 http://blackpoolsixthasgeography.pbworks.com/w/page/23637319/Coastlin
es%20of%20submergence%20and%20emergence%20and%20associated%2
0landforms  

 

Global Migration 
 
Task 2: Investigating the impacts of 
migration on the UK 
 

1) Please produce a short report on the 
following 

  
 Describe the groups of people involved (who 

is moving, where are they moving to and 
why) 

 What are the positive impacts of this 
migration (this can be advantages for those that have moved or the 
area that has received them e.g. more local workers strengthens 
economy 

 What are the negative impacts of this migration (this can be 
disadvantages for those who have moved or the area that has 
received them) 

 
References: (some useful resources to help you with your research) 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/standard/geography/population/migrati
on/revision/4/ (basic introduction) 
 

Geo Factsheet 245 Polish Migration to the UK  (on the Y drive) 
Websites  

 http://www.migrationobservatory.ox.ac.uk/sites/files/migobs/Briefi
ng%20-%20Impact%20on%20Population%20Growth.pdf  

 http://www.economicshelp.org/blog/6399/economics/impact-of-
immigration-on-uk-economy/ 

Key Terminology to 
look up before you 

start 
Net Migration 
Emigration 
Immigration 
Economic Migrant 
Dependency Ratio 

https://geographyas.info/coasts/sea-level-change/
http://blackpoolsixthasgeography.pbworks.com/w/page/23637319/Coastlines%20of%20submergence%20and%20emergence%20and%20associated%20landforms
http://blackpoolsixthasgeography.pbworks.com/w/page/23637319/Coastlines%20of%20submergence%20and%20emergence%20and%20associated%20landforms
http://blackpoolsixthasgeography.pbworks.com/w/page/23637319/Coastlines%20of%20submergence%20and%20emergence%20and%20associated%20landforms
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/standard/geography/population/migration/revision/4/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/standard/geography/population/migration/revision/4/
http://www.migrationobservatory.ox.ac.uk/sites/files/migobs/Briefing%20-%20Impact%20on%20Population%20Growth.pdf
http://www.migrationobservatory.ox.ac.uk/sites/files/migobs/Briefing%20-%20Impact%20on%20Population%20Growth.pdf
http://www.economicshelp.org/blog/6399/economics/impact-of-immigration-on-uk-economy/
http://www.economicshelp.org/blog/6399/economics/impact-of-immigration-on-uk-economy/

