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Admissions Policy 

The admissions policy seeks to provide clarity about the following aspects of becoming a member of 

Astrea Sixth Form St Neots; 

 Admissions timescale 

 Entry criteria (including rejecting applications) 

 Oversubscription 

 Withdrawal of courses 

Admissions timescale 

Applications are invited from applicants at any time up until the deadline which is in the spring term -

typically the Friday of the second week in February. Most applicants have attended our Open Evening 

in October before applying. Interviews will take place in February/March with initial offer letters out 

before Easter. There is a transition day in July (9th July 2019) to aid students with their subject choices 

followed by our enrolment day in early September following the release of examination results. 

Entry criteria 

Astrea Sixth Form St Neots offers a mixture of A level and Vocational courses at Level 3 and a Level 2 

Access Programme. Entry is based on a mixture of Average Points Score (APS) and subject specific 

requirements. Full details of these can be found in our prospectus which is on our website. 

Rejection of Applications will happen if students do not meet the published APS and/or subject specific 

requirements to start a learning programme. Whilst prior conduct/behaviour is rarely used as the sole 

basis for rejecting an application, this will be discussed at interview and any student with a history of 

failing to follow school rules will be encouraged to carefully consider their capability to adhere to the 

student/sixth form agreement that must be signed in September. As part of the application process, 

students will be offered a guidance interview, to check the suitability of the application and to offer 

support with subject choices. All external students (those not attending an Astrea Academy) must 

provide a written reference prior to the start of Year 12 courses. Failure to do so could delay entry to 

Astrea Sixth Form St Neots. 

Oversubscription 

Oversubscription can occur in two ways: 

 Within the year group as a whole, i.e. the effective learning capacity of the Sixth Form has 

been reached. (This is currently set at 300 per year of entry.) 

 Within individual subjects - the typical limit per class is 25 students, but some subjects that 

require computer access or the use of specialist equipment will have lower maximum class 

sizes than this; details of these subjects will be discussed at the Sixth Form interview. 

 

 

 

 

 



Resolving oversubscription: 

Within the year group – should the entry number exceed 300 then the following criteria will be used 

to determine precedence: 

 Looked after Children (LAC) 

 Students who attend either Longsands Academy or Ernulf Academy 

 Students in other Astrea Academies in Cambridgeshire (Cottenham Village College, St Ivo 

Academy) 

 Students whose residence location would have qualified them for a place at Ernulf or 

Longsands Academies but who were educated elsewhere for their GCSE study  

 Students who make an application from outside of Astrea Academies 

 Students who are close to but do not meet the published entry criteria 

Within specific subjects – should the class size limit be exceeded then the following criteria will be 

used to determine precedence: 

 Students who have chosen the oversubscribed subject at interview and who have met the 

published entry criteria 

 Students who did not choose the subject at interview, but who have the published entry 

criteria 

 Students who have chosen the oversubscribed subject at interview but who are very close to 

the published entry criteria 

 Students who did not choose the subject at interview but who are very close to the published 

entry criteria 

Withdrawal of subjects 

Whilst we pride ourselves on being able to offer a range of appropriate subjects, there may be 

circumstances that mean that a subject must be withdrawn prior to the start of the autumn term. 

Wherever possible, students and parents/carers will be informed in good time to allow the re-

choosing of options. Likely reasons for the withdrawal of a subject may include: 

 Low take up making it financially impractical to deliver the course 

 Staff movement, for example promotion, retirement etc  - we will try to get suitably qualified 

replacements, but this is not straightforward in some specialist areas e.g Law 

 


