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ACCESS TO A 
LEVELS?

Students who may not achieve the APS necessary to qualify for a full 
programme of A levels. 

Provides an opportunity to improve GCSEs in English, Maths and study a new 
GCSE in Sociology

A chance to study an A level qualification so you can understand the level of 
work needed for a level 3 qualification.

Provides opportunities to develop useful skills for further study and 
employment.

Progress onto full A levels after a year or alternative vocational qualifications 
and apprenticeships.



A student’s story

“ I really revised hard for my GCSEs but in the end I was quite 
disappointed with the results. I mainly scored C’s and D’s. My 
APS was just about enough to qualify for A levels but after 
speaking with my parents and my tutor, we decided it would 
probably be a better option to go for the Access to A levels 
course.

Three months in, I am really happy with my decision! I have got 
another opportunity to improve Maths, English, Science and I 
seem to be getting better grades this time round! I am definitely 
more organised and my study skills have improved too!

I am really enjoying A level Media Studies and Btec Health and 
Social care. My dream is to be a primary school teacher and I 
would definitely like to progress onto full A levels next year 
and then onto University after that”.



Digital Media Route

Route 2

Digital Media L3
(5 lessons per week)

Sociology GCSE
(5 lessons per week)

Health & Social Care L2
(4 lessons per week)

OR

Information & Creative Technology L2
(5 lessons per week)

English resit
(2 lessons per week)

Maths resit
(2 lessons per week)



Sociology task 1

1. What is Sociology? Explain how Sociology is 
different from Psychology

2. Describe what it means to be British. What values 
are evident in our society?

3. Describe how our society is different from 
another society. Thinking points; Culture/ Laws/ 
Norms etc

4. Explain what is meant by a Social Policy? Provide 
an example of a Social Policy that has been used in 
this country.

5. The Media can have a strong influence on our 
behaviour. Using the pictures , describe how the 
media can shape our behaviour.



Sociology task 2

THINK LIKE A SOCIOLOGIST

You will be assessed to think like a sociologist in the exam by 
designing policies to improve our society.

Below is an example of a “design a policy” question with a 
model answer.

Explain one way in which a sociological research project 
investigating school absence might help the government to 
design policies to reduce levels of truancy.

This is a “design a Policy” question.

Don’t panic! In these questions you are being asked to “think” like 
a sociologist. How would a sociologist solve the problem? Think 
outside the box. Brainstorm reasons why children truant from 
school..

Sociologists would  look at social factors that could cause children 
to truant from school Eg Socialisation/ Bordedom etc

They would conduct research by interviewing children that truant 
to find out their reasons for missing school.

They would then try and tackle the problem to reduce the amount 
of truanting in school.

Eg Advising schools to have more vocational qualifications on 
offer to engage disaffected students

Eg Advising schools to have an anti-truanting policy where they 
can offer assistance  & guidance to families with children who 
truant.

Eg Suggesting that families are fined or prosecuted if their 
children regularly truant.

Try and have a go at the following questions using the same 
framework as above…

Explain one way in which sociological research might help the 
government and/or schools design policies to reduce the number 
of children being bullied.

Explain one way in which sociological research investigating 
divorce might help the government to design policies to reduce 
family breakdown in Britain.

Explain one way in which sociological research might help the 
government design policies that encourage more poorer children 
into Higher Education.

Explain one way in which sociological research might help 
schools and the government design policies that encourage more 
girls to study physics.



Preparation Task 
For Digital Media:

Create an 

audience profile 

of someone you 

know. 
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Not him. He’s weird. 

Any of the others will do… 
Builder, solicitor, toddler, Y. 3 
primary school student, marketing 
manager.



Preparation Task 
Guidance

Things you could consider:

• Gender

• Location

• Nationality

• Age

• Interests

• Hobbies e.g. card games, reading

• Online favourites

• Clothing and shopping habits

• TV viewing

• Social activities e.g. cinema, darts 
club, pub quiz night, badminton, 
bridge night, mother & toddler 
group

• Food & Drink 
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Audio 
consumption
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What audio do your target 

audience choose to consume 

regularly?

• Radio

• Music

• Media e.g. iPod, phone, 

tablet

• Play/drama

• Audio books

• Comedy



Video 
consumption
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What video do your target audience 

choose to consume regularly?

• YouTube/Vimeo

• TV

• What channels?

• Which programmes are 

unmissable?

• Watch live or catch-up?

• Films
• Cinema

• Virgin or Sky

• DVD

Which genres? e.g. documentary, 

reality, quiz, news, horror



Print media consumption

What print media do your target 

audience choose to consume 

regularly?

Local magazine or newspaper

National magazine or newspaper

Village, club or society newsletters

Interest based e.g. Norwich City 

Fanzine, 

Books

Comics

Academic texts 

Work-related text



Online media consumption

Which online media do your 

target audience often use?

Websites

Apps

Tools

Social media

What device are they most 

likely to use?



Some interesting 
questions to ask:
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Which ‘era’ do you feel that you 

belong to?

Where are you most likely to shop 

for clothes? (if at all)



Some interesting 
questions to ask:
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What is your favourite TV programme? 

Are you an avid viewer?

What media are the target audience’s parents 

most likely to consume?



Some interesting 
questions to ask:
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Do you subscribe to any ‘premium services? E.g. SKY 

TV, online newspapers or print magazines

 Digital

 Online

 Tape cassette

 CD

 Vinyl

Mini Disc

 Other:

What format is your music?





Choose another subject to study…

Your task is to choose your final subject to study 

this year. Please research carefully before you 

make your final decision. Ideally you will have 

made this choice by the 6th September.

Your choices are:

• Health and Social Care

• Information & Creative Technology L2



Health & Social 
Care

Task 4: type up your answers and bring them with you to the start of the 
course

List some disorders that may affect the following body systems:

• Cardiovascular system

• Digestive system

• Respiratory system

Task 5: type up your answers and bring them with you to the start of the 
course

Children enjoy being creative and develop many skills from being able 
to play creatively. 

Plan a simple creative activity for a child aged 4yrs. Include the 
following:

1) A description of the activity

2) An image of the activity

3) The equipment/ resources you will need for the activity

4) Safety considerations for the activity

5) A written explanation of how this activity will benefit 
the child

(Access to A levels) Health and Social Care (HSC) Transition Material 2018

Welcome to HSC at St Neots Sixth Form Centre (SNSFC)

The tasks on this worksheet have been designed to help you in your 
transition from your Year 11 study to the requirements that will be expected 
of you in Year 12. It is important that you complete these tasks as they will 
help you to make an excellent start to the course and to get the most of your 
studies at SNSFC.

Task 1: type up your answers and bring them with you to the start of the 
course

What does the phrase “Health and Social Care” mean?

Write a list of all the job roles you can think of related to health, social care 
and early years stings.

Task 2: type up your answers and bring them with you to the start of the 
course  

Write down your own definition of discrimination. 

Can you give 2/3 additional examples of how the following settings could 
ensure that they are accessible to everyone?

1) GP surgery – e.g. By providing a ramp for wheelchair 
access

2) Nursery – e.g. By supporting a child with a disability

Task 3: type up your answers and bring them with you to the start of the 
course

Describe the difference between verbal and non-verbal communication. 
Give examples of each.



L2 First Award in Information and 
Creative Technology

A level 2 course which can prepare 
you for the level 3 course (Tech Level) 

if completed successfully

http://snsfc.org.uk/
http://snsfc.org.uk/


Course guide

• Unit 1 (exam, The Online World)

• Unit 3 (portfolio, A digital Portfolio)

• Unit 4 (portfolio, Creating digital animation)

• Unit 6 (portfolio, Creating digital graphics)



Unit 1

• How do websites work? How do emails reach your 
computer? How does the use of computer applications 
affect your daily life? This unit provides an introduction 
to the modern online world. Starting with your own 
experiences, you will extend your knowledge of online 
services and investigate the technology and software 
that supports them. You will learn more about a range 
of services including email, online data storage, 
collaborative software, search engines and blogging.

• Exam sat in January. 25% of mark



Unit 3

• Digital portfolios can be viewed by anyone 
with a computer and an internet browser. You 
will learn how to create a digital portfolio that 
includes a series of web pages with links to 
content that you have created. You will learn 
how to make use of multimedia assets such as 
images, sound and video to make your 
portfolio appealing and engaging.



Unit 4

How are the amazing visual effects in science 
fiction and fantasy films, and computer games, 
made? This unit provides you with an 
introduction to tools/techniques and processes 
that are used commercially when creating 
computer animation.



Unit 6

In this unit you will investigate a range of 
applications and features of existing graphic 
products and consider their audience and 
purpose. You will be able to apply some of what 
you discover to your own digital graphic 
products.



Preparation work

• “How has the Internet changed your life? 
What would be different about it if the 
Internet did not exist?”

• You should consider things like friendship 
groups, how you work, how your spare time 
would be affected. Aim for between 1000 and 
1500 words.


